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Dear Parishioners,
It has been an experience of tremendous joy and challenge as I enter into my 
thirteenth year as pastor of St. Patrick Church. The years have gone by swiftly as 
each day enriches my life in a capacity that renders purpose to my ministry. This 
permits me to give witness to Christ through liturgical services, acts of good will, 
and relationships with all who make up this wonderful community. I also take to 
heart the trust and confidence you place in me as a pastor. 

Throughout the past three years, our Parish Finance Committee as well as 
the Pastoral Council have encouraged me to enter into a Capital Campaign 
to initiate a necessitated facelift to the buildings (school, parish center, parish 
office complex, preschool, old church, main church and priests’ residence) that 
make up the facilities of the parish. These buildings range in age from 30 – 130 
years. Most of these facilities are shared by an assortment of ministries, groups of 
people, and educational programs such as our school, youth ministry, and faith 
formation that is so important to St. Patrick Church. 

Although parish finances are fiscally sound, an assortment of projects have been 
identified to make significant upgrades for parishioners and students who use 
our facilities as well as the outside grounds that require major improvements. In a 
review of parish finances, our offertory collection and monthly buildings/grounds 
collections are not enough to address these critical capital needs. During the past 
two years, much work went into a new flat roof that covers the priest residence, 
sacristy, confessional, and Blessed Sacrament Chapel as well as masonry work 
that borders the flat roof and priest’s garage. These costs were handled through 
our savings and offertory collection, and a few onetime donations. 

The recent years steered me to identify a group of parishioners with expertise in 
engineering, architecture and various trades to survey our buildings/grounds to 
generate a comprehensive plan listing our repair/maintenance needs. This group 
identified 45 needs that were prioritized on a scale from most urgent to long 
term projects. Based on their expertise and experience, the group also provided 
a broad estimate of the cost of each project. As I look ahead, a rough estimate 
of the renovations intended for the recommended projects totals approximately 
$1.5 million. This requires a special campaign called Rebuild, Restore, Renew. 

I realize that there is no perfect time to bring about a Capital Campaign; however, 
an upgrade to our buildings/grounds is a necessity as we look to the future. So 
many generations of people have called St. Patrick their home, and it is up to us 
to insure that the legacy of serving those who come for worship, education, and 
social outreach endures far into the future. A capital campaign is a serious and 
important challenge to us as we strive to be the Body of Christ. 

I thank you for your encouragement throughout my years at the parish, and the 
financial support of so many longtime and new parishioners as I look forward 
to continuing to serve the spiritual, social, and service needs of our people. I am 
extremely appreciative of everyone’s past generosity to the parish. I thank you in 
advance for your understanding and good will. 
     
In Christ’s Love,
     

Fr. Bob

“Lord, I love the  

the house in which  

You dwell,

the tenting -place  

of your glory.”

- Psalms 26:8

A Note From  

Father Bob
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Our Need
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Church Roof: $372,000*
For years we have endured leaks in the church roof, 
and these leaks have damaged some of the walls and 
the ceiling in the church. Poor drainage from the roof 
also contributes to flooding we have had in the Middle 
School/church basement.

• Replace the church roof
• Fix or replace the gutters and leaders to manage 

the runoff
• Repair and repaint damaged areas of the church 

ceiling and walls

Old Church/Preschool Building: $72,000*
This building is the oldest structure on our campus, 
dating back to 1887. The roof will need to be replaced 
and the steeple needs to be repaired. 

St. Patrick’s has grown considerably during its rich history and today we are a vibrant parish with 
activities occurring across our five-building campus almost daily. During our recent engineering 
survey of our buildings and grounds, it became clear that the time has come for us to address some 
significant repairs and improvements. The plan that was created identified the following projects as 
being the most urgent and important, and will be the focus of our Capital Campaign.

* All costs are estimated.
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Church Exterior &  Grounds: $291,000*
As anyone who enters the front of the church 
knows, the steps and walkway are significantly 
worn and damaged, creating an unsightly and 
dangerous safety hazard. The same can be said for 
the pavement leading from the parking lot to the 
church and all around the school and Parish Center. 

• Repair or replace the stairs of the church and 
various walkways around the church, school 
and Parish Center

• Address the drainage problems that occur 
between the church and the school (these 
contribute to water issues in the Middle School)

• Repair or replace windows in the Middle School 
(for energy efficiency, ventilation and egress/
safety)

• Improve outdoor lighting around the church, 
school, and Parish Center

• Enhance landscaping and replace the sign in 
front of the church 

Heating Systems: $595,000*
We have three separate and aging heating systems, 
including the school, the pre-school building and 
the church (which also heats the Middle School and 
Rectory). Some boilers are nearly 40 years old and 
the piping is older. The systems often break down, 
and are nearing their end of life. Also we need a 
permanent heating/cooling solution for the loft 
where the organ pipes are found and the organ 
pipes need repairs.

• Upgrade our heating systems including energy 
efficient boilers 

Parking Lot & Driveway: $95,000*
Our main parking lot and the driveway at the Parish 
Office get used daily—not just for parking but also 
for school recess—and they are worn down and in 
disrepair.

• Repave the main parking lot and office driveway
• Install a new drainage system to channel 

groundwater to address the recurring pothole 
issues 

General Improvement to  
Parish Facilities: $25,000*
There are many areas in our Parish Office and priest 
residence that haven’t been updated in many years 
and are in need of a fresh coat of paint and a few 
minor updates.

* All costs are estimated.



Need For Generosity
St. Patrick is looking to raise a minimum of  
$1,500,000 through the efforts of this campaign. 
Every member of our parish community is integral 
to our success in reaching this goal, and, therefore, 
each family is asked to consider making a pledge 
to the campaign to the best of its ability.

Everyone is asked to prayerfully consider how their 
generosity can reflect their gratitude for the gifts that 
God has given them. We know that a sacrificial pledge 
will be a challenge for some of our parish households, 
therefore, it is vital to the success of our campaign that 
those who are able to make larger pledges do so. 

Individuals who are financially capable of 
pledging $25,000, $50,000, $100,000 or more, 
are asked to step forward and become leaders of our 
campaign. Please review the Suggested Gift Plans on 
the following page and choose a plan that is right for 
you and your family.

Each family is asked to consider a minimum 
pledge of $5,000 or more, payable over three 
years. A pledge of $5,000, after a down payment 
of $500, is $125 per month for three years or 
$4.11 a day! 

How You Can Get Involved
Throughout the Rebuild % Restore % Renew 
Campaign, Father Bob, the Capital Campaign 
Committee and volunteer workers will reach out 
to all members of our community to convey our 
parish needs and describe how everyone can 
get involved. 

1. Pray for the success of the Campaign.

2. Be an ambassador for St. Patrick by getting 
involved and by sharing this information with 
as many people as you can with enthusiasm 
and encourage them to get involved.

3. Make your sacrificial pledge.
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Establish a Parish Maintenance Fund: $50,000
With the comprehensive maintenance plan that we 
now have in hand, we need to prepare for future 
repairs and maintenance and so that these expenses 
don’t direct funds away from parish ministries, 
programs and services. We will therefore establish 
a dedicated Parish Maintenance Fund for the sole 
purpose of addressing the long-term maintenance 
and upkeep of our parish facilities.

Overall Projected Costs: $1,500,000*
Throughout the history of our parish, our families 
have made the necessary sacrifices in all aspects of 
parish life and stewardship to further the mission of 
Christ. As we continue to move forward and prosper 
as a parish community, we are confident that this 
challenge will be met with the same degree of 
commitment and participation.

* All costs are estimated.
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Not everyone can make the same size gift,  
but everyone can make the same size sacrifice.

As You Make Your Pledge, Please Remember…
• Payments may be made over a period of three (3) years. A longer period can be  

arranged if necessary.
• Payment reminders will be mailed to you in accordance with the payment plan you choose.
• Pledge payments are fully deductible for tax purposes.
• Please make checks payable to:  

St. Patrick Church and write “Capital Campaign” in the memo field.

The 3 Facets of Parish Giving:
† Offertory:  Your weekly contributions to the general collection support the day-to-day operating expenses of 

the parish, including faith formation, liturgy, ministry & outreach, maintaining our facilities and personnel.

† Diocesan Ministries Appeal:  Each year, parishioners of St. Patrick are asked to support the Diocese of 
Paterson through the DMA in order to supplement the many programs and services offered for the less 
fortunate of the diocese.

† Rebuild % Restore % Renew Campaign:  Your pledge payments to this campaign should be in addition to 
your regular offertory contributions and annual appeal contributions. Your campaign pledge is a restricted 
gift – to be used solely for the projects cited in this brochure.

The gift plans in this brochure are provided as a suggested guideline when considering your pledge. Please review the gift plans carefully and select one that fits 
your household’s financial ability.  Payment amounts are calculated assuming a 10% down payment for each pledge.

Suggested Pledge Chart

SCAN HERE 

FOR ONLINE GIVING

Total Gift 10% Down  
Payment

3 Annual  
Payments

12 Quarterly 
Payments

36 Monthly 
Payments

Daily  
Sacrifice

$250,000 $25,000 $75,000 $18,750 $6,250 $205.48
$100,000 $10,000 $30,000 $7,500 $2,500 $82.19

$50,000 $5,000 $15,000 $3,750 $1,250 $41.10
$25,000 $2,500 $7,500 $1,875 $625 $20.55
$15,000 $1,500 $4,500 $1,125 $375 $12.33
$10,000 $1,000 $3,000 $750 $250 $8.22

$8,000 $800 $2,400 $600 $200 $6.58
$6,000 $600 $1,800 $450 $150 $4.93
$5,000 $500 $1,500 $375 $125 $4.11
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Federal and state laws on income and inheritance taxes encourage charitable giving. It may be particularly advantageous for some people to contribute stocks, appreciated 
securities, annuities, property or other valuables. In many cases, the tax savings may be more than your original investment in the gift. Because each situation is unique, we urge 
you to discuss such donations with a financial advisor.

Giving Options
Pledges Via Cash, Check: Simply complete your pledge card by 
selecting the amount of your pledge and down payment (optional, 
but encouraged). Make sure to select your method of payment, 
i.e., monthly, quarterly, or annual payments. Please make checks 
payable to St. Patrick Church and write “Capital Campaign” 
in the memo field. You will be mailed payment reminders and a 
special payment envelope in accordance with the payment plan 
you choose. Once completed, please return your pledge card in the 
weekly collection, bring it by the Parish Office or return it in the mail. 
  

Pledges Online: Please complete your pledge card by checking 
the appropriate box to indicate that you wish to make your payments 
via electronic fund transfer from your bank account, debit or credit 
card. By choosing the electronic payments, you will need to set up 
the automatic payments at bit.ly/Give2SaintPatrick

Gifts of Stock: Donors can use their own broker/agent or the 
parish agent to transfer stock. If the stock has been held long-term 
(over one year), the donor does not have to pay capital gains tax on 
the stock, and is allowed a tax deduction for the full value of the 
stock. Donors may also choose to sell stock in order to claim a loss, 
which may be beneficial for tax circumstances. In either case, the 
stock must first be transferred to the parish before being liquidated. 
Please contact the Parish Office for more information.

Gifts from qualifying Retirement Accounts: The IRA Charitable 
Rollover provision of the 2015 PATH (Protecting Americans from 
Tax Hikes) Act permits individuals age 70.5 or older to contribute 
up to $100,000 each year tax-free from a qualifying IRA to charity, 
called a qualified charitable distribution (QCD). Additionally, the 
gift will count as your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) but 
will not be included in your adjusted gross income. Please contact 
your financial advisor for additional information concerning gifts 
via qualified retirement accounts as these provisions continue to 
change year to year.

Gifts of Property, Life Insurance, Annuities, Wills or Bequests: 
There are different ways to support St. Patrick both today and, in 
the years to come via planned giving. Families or individuals can 
make gifts of life insurance, estate bequests, annuities or charitable 
remainder trusts. For substantial gifts of property other than 
marketable securities, the IRS requires an appraisal. Please contact 
the Parish Office for more information.

Your Decision  
 To Give

No one can tell you how much you 
should give. You are the only one who 
actually decides what to contribute, 
since everyone’s financial obligations 
are unique. What you give will be held 
in the strictest confidence.

“The measure of your  
own freewill offering which 

you will give shall be in 
proportion to the blessing 

the Lord, your God, has  
given you”.   

Deuteronomy 16:10 
If you have any questions about the campaign  

or making your pledge, please contact 
 the Parish Office, 973.635.0625.
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Thank You 
Many people contribute to the 
life of our parish and provide 

vision for our future. Our deepest 
gratitude extends to the members 

of the Parish Staff, Campaign 
Committee and Campaign 

Volunteers, who have given the 
gifts of their time and talents to 

make this project a success.  

We thank You, O Lord our God, 
for the gift of this day,

for family, friendship, health  
and the happiness

that You bestow upon us. 

We thank You for the gift
of our Catholic faith 

and this house of worship we  
call home, and the privilege to be part

of the St. Patrick Community.

As we continue to plan
and build for our future, 

we ask that You bless our efforts
to upgrade the facilities we use to pray, 
learn, and gather as the Body of Christ. 

May our efforts be pleasing to You
as we respond to this invitation

that moves us forward in our  
relationship with Your son, Jesus Christ, 

who is our Lord forever and ever. 

Amen.


